WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
!• An information input device comprising: 
an image reading section for reading images on 
each of documents; 

a character recognition section for subjecting, to 
character recognition processing, the images read by 
the image reading section; 

a display section for displaying various types of 
instruction buttons; 

a management section for managing set contents 
corresponding to each of the instruction buttons 
displayed on the display section, the set contents 
including a destination of registration of the images 
read by the image reading section, and contents of 
processing executed on the images by the character 
recognition section; and 

a control section for executing control, when one 
of the instruction buttons has been designated, on the 
basis of the set contents corresponding to said one of 
the instruction buttons and managed by the management 
section, the control section controlling the image 
reading section so as to read the images, controlling 
the character recognition section so as to execute 
character recognition processing on the read images, 
and simultaneously registering the read images and a 
result of character recognition processing executed on 
the read images. 



2 . The information input device according to 
c laim 1 , wherein : 

the management section manages the set contents 
corresponding to said one of the instruction buttons, 
the set contents including the destination of 
registration of the images read by the image reading 
section, the contents of processing executed on the 
images by the character recognition section, and a 
range of processing executed by the character 
recognition section; and 

the control section executes control, when one of 
the instruction buttons has been designated, on the 
basis of the set contents corresponding to said one of 
the instruction buttons and managed by the management 
section, the control section controlling the image 
reading section so as to read the images, controlling 
the character recognition section so as to execute 
character recognition processing on those of the read 
images which are contained within the range of 
processing, and simultaneously registering the read 
images and a result of character recognition processing 
executed on the read images contained within the range 
of processing. 

3. The information input device according to 
claim 1, wherein: 

the management section manages the set contents 
corresponding to said one of the instruction buttons. 



the set contents including the destination of 
registration of the images read by the image reading 
section, the contents of processing executed on the 
read images by the character recognition section, and 
processing conditions corresponding to types of the 
documents ; and 

the control section executes control, when one of 
the instruction buttons has been designated, on the 
basis of the set contents corresponding to said one of 
the instruction buttons and managed by the management 
section, the control section controlling the image 
reading section so as to read the images, controlling 
the character recognition section so as to execute 
character recognition processing on the read images 
under the processing conditions, and simultaneously 
registering the read images and a result of character 
recognition processing executed on the read images. 

4 . The information input device according to 
claim 3, wherein the processing conditions 
corresponding to types of the documents include 
designation of a dictionary to be used for character 
recognition processing. 

5. The information input device according to 
claim 1, further comprising a memory for accumulating 
an image transmitted from an external device, 

and wherein 

the character recognition section subjects, to 
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character recognition processing, the images read by 
the image reading section or the image accumulated in 
the memory; and 

the control section executes control, when one of 
5 the instruction buttons has been designated, on the 

basis of the set contents corresponding to said one of 
the instruction buttons and managed by the management 
section, the control section controlling the image 
Q reading section so as to read the images, controlling 

™ 10 the character recognition section so as to execute 

^i! character recognition processing on images obtained by 

~ attaching the image accumulated in the memory to the 

^~ read images, and simultaneously registering the images 

S obtained by attaching the image accumulated in the 

1=^ 15 memory to the read images, and a result of character 

ITl 

Q recognition processing. 

Q 

6 . The information input device according to 
claim 1, wherein the control section executes control, 
when one of the instruction buttons has been designated, 

20 on the basis of the set contents corresponding to said 

one of the instruction buttons and managed by the 
management section, the control section controlling the 
image reading section so as to read the images, 
controlling the character recognition section so as to 

25 execute character recognition processing on the read 

images, registering the read images, and simultaneously 
registering a result of character recognition 



processing executed on the read images, together with 
the set contents corresponding to said one of the 
instruction buttons . 

7 . The information input device according to 
claim 1, wherein 

the character recognition section subjects, to 
character recognition processing, the images read by 
the image reading section, and also subjects a result 
of character recognition processing to sentence 
analysis processing for determining other recognition 
candidates; and 

the control section executes control, when one of 
the instruction buttons has been designated, on the 
basis of the set contents corresponding to said one of 
the instruction buttons and managed by the management 
section, the control section controlling the image 
reading section so as to read the images, controlling 
the character recognition section so as to execute 
character recognition processing on the read images, 
subjecting a result of character recognition processing 
to sentence analysis processing, registering the read 
images, and simultaneously registering the result of 
character recognition processing together with 
recognition candidates obtained by the sentence 
analysis processing • 

8 . The information input device according to 
claim 1, wherein 



- 58 - 

the character recognition section has a function 
of subjecting, to character recognition processing, the 
images read by the image reading section, and a 
function of detecting, from the images read by the 
image reading section, separator information indicating 
an end of said each of the documents; and 

the control section executes control, when one of 
the instruction buttons has been designated, on the 
basis of the set contents corresponding to said one of 
the instruction buttons and managed by the management 
section, the control section controlling the image 
reading section so as to read the images, controlling 
the character recognition section so as to execute 
character recognition processing on images on each 
document having an end thereof detected when the 
separator information is detected, registering the 
images on said each document after erasing the 
separator information from the images read by the image 
reading section, and simultaneously registering a 
result of character recognition processing executed on 
the read images on said each document. 

9 . The information input device according to 
claim 1, further comprising a printing section for 
printing the images registered by the control section, 
and data indicating the result of character recognition 
processing executed on the read images. 

10. The information input device according to 
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claim 1, wherein control section executes control, when 
one of the instruction buttons has been designated, on 
the basis of the set contents corresponding to said one 
of the instruction buttons and managed by the 
5 management section, the control section controlling the 

image reading section so as to read the images and 
determine whether or not the read images have a data 
size greater than an allowable limit value, controlling 
the character recognition section so as to execute 
™ 10 character recognition processing on the read images, 

'1: registering only a result of character recognition 

processing executed on the read images, without 
■'"^ registering the read images in a destination of 

O registration corresponding to said one of the 

=o 

1==^ 15 instruction buttons if the read images have a data size 

Q greater than the allowable limit value, the control 

section registering the result of character recognition 
processing executed on the read images, and 
simultaneously registering the read images in the 
20 destination of registration corresponding to said one 

of the instruction buttons if the read images does not 
have a data size greater than the allowable limit value, 



